Be part of the solution

Want to help fixthe world? There's a

class for that. By Jana Martin
lllustrations by Brendan Leach
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Most people—except perhaps the folls that spend their time at those

none-too-refined tea partics—accept the fact that there's a mounting
halance of big world problems requiring urgent attention. The health-
carecrisis, diminishing global resources and the steady devastation
by warsin Afghanistan and Iraq are keeping many of us up at night.
And it zeems like we've been hit with move than the usual spate of
environmental cataclysms lately, If you're getting 2ick of standing at
the sidelines shaking vour head, voumight want to consider gaining
some of the skills necessary to help tackle these serious issues.

Heal an ailing system

The Bureauof Labor Statistics places health care among its 20 fastest
growing professionz, Yet today healthcareis linked tothe words erfsic and
vefoman far move than towords like sieccess oreffectioe. Fixing this strained
syatemalzomeans tackling a spate of new issues. One field that's recently
ocime to the fore in the nativnal mind-set s disaster management and
emergency training. According to Donna Nickitas, prafessorof nursing at
Humter College’s Bellevue School of Nursing, the initial responses to the
crisisal 911 haveled to some undamental changes m the way we handle
ergencies. ” After 2001, people said, "We need to get something in place o
teach people how (o respond and deal with disaster, natural or man-made,™
says Nickitas, "It had to besomething that could beona national scale, so
evervome knows ame vocalulary, the same lexicon, and can be thrown
together inany simationand be able towork asa unit.” The Core Disaster
LifeSupport Course 3.0, s one<day imensiveoffered by the continuing
education branch of Hunter College (27 26503850, Jumicr.cny.edife),

12 just that: It breaks the word disgsterintoa functional, standard, active
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lexicon, from Dffor disaster 1o R for recovery. Meant for anyone in the
hesth-came fleld, the class isopen to those outside the professionaswell.
“Thewhaole point is helping anyone deal with any hazard—and being able
towaoriciogether,” Nickatis says.

For those seeking specific, hands-on émergency traming, LaGuardia
Community College’s Adult & Continuing Education offersan EMTY
paramedic program (71 8-482-F200, wwn fagec cwiyv.edu). The four-
motth course covers all the basics, Completing it can be the first step
toward an AAS, degree or certificate in paramedics

Another growing fie)d in health care centers on the needs of the
aging: /As the baby boamer population matures, care simply can't keep
apace. One in five Americans will be over the age of 65 by 2030,
according to the LS, Census Burean, creating & remendous strainon
the supply of geriatric cave experts. Withan eye toward easing it,
Hunter College’s Continuing Education division has developed several
certificate programs: Aging, Aging & Mental Health, and Gertatric Care
Management (212-650.3850, Inender.cuny.edn), Held in conjunction
with the Brookdale Center for Healthy Aging & Longevity, their
curricula cover everything from family and home care foassisting
clderly whoare developmentally disabled.

Reflecting another shiit in the nation's population, immigrants may
not haveacoess o health care, let afone a means o communicate their
needs. A 2003 study by the New York Immigration Coalition found that
25 percent of immigrant patients recewving health care did not understand
their dingnosis or treatment, greatly compromising s successful outcome,
"T'ohelp, Hostos Community College and CUNY developed the Health
Care Interpreter Program, training interpreters to bridge the langusge
gapin hospitals, clinics and medical offices. *Toooften, untrained family
members have toact as translators,” says Fern Chan, program
courdinator of Continuing Education & Professional Studies at
Hostes. “And there are a whole range of points a skilled mterpreter knows
how to cover.” The certificate program trams interpreters in Spanish,
Palish, Chinese, Creole and more, with classes in CUNY schools




way we gather, allocate and n=e our nintural resources, from global

relationships

an growth and climate change to complex international
=, And the Development and Finance of Carbon Markets

(Oct 30) focuses on a particular new, dynamic 5,Ju-m| market and how to
channel capital to viable projects addressing climate change. Both
cover hot topics, and are sure to fill up quickly.

One piece of good news: The concrete jungle is becoming greener by

theday. "
live in the wholecountry

This city isactually one of the most energy-efficient places to
7 says David Greenstein, director of

continuing education at Cooper Union, “and it's a greal place to learmn
and practice green design.” Cooper Union's Green Building Design
Certificate program (2] 2.353.4195, coaper.odu) tackles everything
from construction and retrofitting to alternative energy technologies,
Sharpenskills, add new ones, or learn the theories and practices toward
getiing vour LEED licensing. And there’s noneed for lengthy field trips:
Cooper Union's own new building, designed to be LEED platinum, is

often used as a case study.,

Retevant toconstructive types of a different sort, the Fashion
Institute of Technology's Sustainable Design Entrepreneur (21 2-21 7-
2334, fitnye.edi) 152 noncredit certificate program created to give
design professionals a green leg up. Whether you are starting an
enterprise or refining one, the course imparts the knowledge, tools and
arcess (o resources necessary (o build a viahle, sustainable business
Follow the program’s four core courses with those in your specialty:
fashion, interior design or graphics/packaging.

Keep an eye on science

Biomedicine and biotechnology arealsoamong the 20 fastest-growing
fields listed by the Bureauof Labor Statistice. Withadvances in science
seeming to occur with rapid-fire regularity—genetic modification,
stem cell research, cloning—who s going o decide what we doand
how we nse all these new discoveries and innovations? “There dre
tremendousimplications inevery field, from medicine toresearch,

Faw to politics, scientists to health-care providersand policy makers,”

Five courses foranewera

Urban farming
what if, instead of going to Grisledes
or'Whole Foods, we ol went out To
harvest the bach quarter acre? The
MNew School’'s Food Studies program

offers Urban Agriculture, 15 Thursday:
night sessions beginning Septomber 2,

all about growing and preducing food
within a metropalis—from wrban
BErculture’s role in a city"s oconGmy
and food systam Lo its envirgnmental
Implications. The course includes
NYC-ased case studies, Eues!

|ectures and field trips. 212-229- 5600,

newschool.edu

Social media

Twitter for Peace: The 92nd Straet Y
and Mashable, the social netwarking
news blog. are holding the Mashable
Social Good Summit: How Social
Media Can Change the World. Tha
daylong symposium | Sept 20}, held
during United Nations Weok and in
partnership with the United Netions

Foundation, promises 1o be inspiring.

It features Ted Turnar as the keynote
speaker and will emphasize how
naw media can help address tha
problems facing our world, 212415
S500, 32y, org

App development
Money and business have gond mobile
wilth smartphong lechnology, creating
awhole newworld of entreprensurial
opportunities: mobile-environmeant
applications for customaers, Supplaars,
salgspeople and reprosentatives,
ameng athers, Current Web-hased
applications—once depandent on
desktop or laptop use—can now be
morphed into a mobike format. Leam
all aboul it ower the course of ten
Tutsday nighta from Detober 5in
NYL-5CPS s IPhone and IPad Apps.
for Business and Enterprises class
You'll cover topics |ike data avaltability,
Information securnty and design
considerations, and will leam how
to integrate your own shiny new apa
into a fully operational agplication on
thiWab, 212
Q98- F200, scps
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says Robert Kliteman, director of the new M3, program in bioethics at
Columbia University (21 2-854-9666, ce.columbia.edr). = Scientific
advances have mushroomed in the past few decades. But westill don't
know how todeal with these advances asa society.”

The multidisciplinary program equips professionals and policy
makers with the knowledge and skills tomake eritical bioethical
decisions: “A whole range of students take this,” Kliteman says.

*Tust as there’s huge growth in a field like biotech, there'san
enormous need for skilled, smart people who know how toapply
regulatinns and ethics. And many people, whether in law or medicine
or business, take the courses togive them a better sense of their own
direction amd career.” Students not enrolled in the program can take
L B0 bW CoUraes,

Global outreach

Earthquakes. Hunger. Poverty. Microfinancing loans fora village's
business-minded women. Humeanitarian aid. In the past 20 vears,
globally focused nonprofits have taken on ever more responsibility all
over the world, They e not just raising funds, though; they'realso
creating programs. NYU-SCPS's newly launched Certificate in Global
Philanthropy (212-998- 7200, scps i edi) trains students th assess
and confrunt the challenges facing both fund raisers and programmers,
ml:urpnmlu]gusrr enit debates about humanitarian assistance,
governance, ethics and other 1ssues. What are the consequences of long-
term aid? What are the consequences of certain kinds of programming?
Andwhat are the lomsties?

“Certainly, thee effects of economic crises, poverty, war and global
warming are felt fur beyvond national borders,” says Vera Jelinek,
divisional dean of NYU-SCPS's Center for Global Affairs. “The public
sector has to learn how to respond 1o these issues on a global scale.”
The program has two branches: Students can focus on fund-raisimg or
programming, combining courses from the philanthropy and global
affairs departments. Among the subjects covered are fundability,
microfinancing, food policy and corporate funding.

rearly everything else
Ther School of Visual
Arts offers Citizen
Designer, 2
12-session course in
how design con effect
social and poditical
change, Students will
produce designs for
thelr own causes, S0
como proparad with
ideas and goals.
Typography knowledgo
and Adobe Croathwe
experience is halpful,
but not required.
2125922251,
schoolofvisualarts
edu/ce

Design
solutions
Do bettor by

Aesthetics

Give gond face, get
good ok Skin-care
specialists ane among
thig 20 fastest growing
pocupations,
according to the
Bureau of Labor
Statistios. and the Teld
i the-only one of them
forwhich a
pastsecondany
vocationa award—a

design: In thia
ultra-visual wiorld,

heave the power to
influenco what
people bay, what
thay read; whare
they shop and
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certificate—is all the education
required, Do it the grean way with the
Aveda Institute of Now York's
Esthetics Program. Aveda stared

oul @5 the wholesome indie rock version
of the beauty business, bulit's grown
imto & green mainstay, with 6,500
salons in 20 countries. The B00-hour

part-lime of fulktime course prepanes
youu for a career as 8 licensed
mesthetician, with an amphasis on
ethics, organics and sustainability. New
hires in thi: Aveda network are up 37
percent, according to 8 company
spokesperson, 212-807-1492,
avedainstitubomy. com



